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FOURTH 
SUNDAY OF 
ORDINARY 

TIME (Year A) 
 

Septuagesima 
 

 

 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY For children with incurable diseases 
Let us pray that children suffering from incurable diseases and their families receive the 
necessary medical care and support, never losing strength and hope. 

Sat 31st Jan 
Sun 1st Feb 

ORDINARY 
SUNDAY IV 
Septuagesima 

5.30pm 
10.30am 

Sunday Mass  
Sunday Mass  

Nympsfield 
Dursley  

Mon 2nd Feb 
Candlemass 

Presentation of 
Christ in the 
Temple - 

Noon Blessing of Candles, Procession 
and Mass 

Dursley 

Tue 3rd Feb St Blaise of 
Sebaste 

9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds 
Mass & The Blessing of Throats 
( ) 

Dursley 
Dursley 

Wed 4th Feb St Gilbert of 
Sempringham 

9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds 
Mass 

Dursley 

Thu 5th Feb St Agatha  10.00am Mass with School children (  ) Nympsfield 

Fri 6th Feb The Martyrs of 
Nagasaki 

5.30pm  
5.50pm 
 
7.00pm 

Vespers 
Rosary, Holy Hour & Confessions 
Mass ( ) 

Dursley 
Dursley 
 
Dursley 

Sat 7th Feb Our Lady on 
Saturday 

Noon 
 
3 to 4.00 

Modern Latin Mass (John Arundell 
RIP) 
Confessions 

Dursley 
Dursley 

Sat 7th Feb 
Sun 8th Feb 

ORDINARY 
SUNDAY V – 
Sexagesima 

5.30pm 
10.30am 
 

Sunday Mass 
Sunday Mass 
 

Nympsfield 
Dursley 
 



 
MASS PROPERS FOR ORDINARY SUNDAY IV (Year A)  
Entrance Antiphon Save us, O Lord Our God! And gather us from the nations, 
to give thanks to Your holy name, and make it our glory to praise You.       
First Reading Zephaniah 2:4 & 3:12-13 The Prophet tells from God, that He will 
leave a humble and lowly people in our midst.           
Resp. Psalm. Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven.                    
Second Reading I Corinthians 1:26-31 St Paul tells us that God did not mostly 
choose those the world considers wise, but the weak, lowly and despised.               
Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven. Alleluia!  
Gospel – Matthew 4:12-23 The beginning of Christ’s famous Sermon on the 
Mount – The Beatitudes.                       
Communion Antiphon Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Blessed are the meek, for they shall possess the land.                   
 

FORTHCOMING DATES AND EVENTS 
 Monday 2nd February – The Presentation of Christ in the 

Temple/Candlemass. Noon Ceremonies & Mass 
 Shrove Tuesday 17th February. Pancake Party at 4.00pm in St 

Dominic’s hall. Adults £5 & Children £2.50 
 Wednesday 18th February – Ash Wednesday – the First Day of 

Lent – Fasting and Abstinence. Mass & Ashing 10.00am in 
Nympsfield and Noon in Dursley.  

 Sunday 1st March Lent II – Soup Lunch after Mass [no Café Dominic] 
– Talk at Mass about the Society of St. Vincent de Paul  



 Friday 6th March 2.30pm in St Dominic’s – The [Women’s] World Day 
of Prayer  

 Sunday 5th April – Easter Sunday – THE RESURRECTION OF OLJC 
 Weekend 13th/14th June First Holy Communion Sunday in both 

parishes 
 Sunday 28th June Transferred Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul – 

6.00pm Solemn 2nd Vespers and Benediction. 
 Wednesday 15th July – Deacon Domenico Bucci’s 20th Anniversary of 

Diaconal Ordination, 7.00pm Mass 
 

LENTEN SUNDAY EVENINGS – “A CLOUD OF WITNESSES” This 
will be an ecumenical series of Sunday Evening 
Services @ 6.00pm, reflecting on some of the great 
people of faith in the past centuries and what they can 
say to us today. 
A) 22nd February “William Tyndale” at St George’s 

Anglican church, Upper Cam. 
B) 1st March “George Whitefield” at Dursley 

Tabernacle church. 
C) 8th March “Thomas Merton OCSO” at the Quarry 

Chapel 
D) 15th March “Mother Julian of Norwich” at Dursley 

Methodist church 
E) 22nd March “St Benedict of Nursia” at St Dominic’s, 

Dursley. 
If you don’t recognise or name or know much about them, do come along and find out 
more. Don’t forget the Good Friday Walk of Witness on 3rd April.  
 

THE ‘-GESIMAS’ – EASING INTO LENT Although Green Time (Ordinary, 
Through the Year, and Counted) continues from the Monday after the Lord’s Baptism 
through to Shrove Tuesday inclusive, the ancient wisdom of the Western Church is not 
to arrive at Ash Wednesday travelling at top speed and having to slam on the breaks 
suddenly. She marked the run up for people to see, pointing up by name the 3 Sundays 
before the arrival of Lent (Lent in Latin is Quadragesima, meaning 40). This is a gentle 
way to point out the impending arrival of an important new season. Septuagesima really 
does mark 70 days to Easter, as its Latin name suggests. The point is not about numbers, 
but about making the necessary preparations for a fruitful Lent.  

If we are going on a diet, the larder and the cookbooks need to be made ready. 
Eastern Christianity of the Byzantine variety (like the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
community) brings Lent into the kitchen, gradually preparing for fasting through Meat fare 
and Cheese fare Sundays. Cookbooks will give not only the regulations for an Eastern 
Lent, but recipes and shopping lists. These things are very easily purchased from 



Amazon, but they need to be ordered in time. Discipline in both prayer and eating are 
very closely related to discipleship. 

A spiritual book to read or set of prayers to say will likewise need to be researched 
and bought in advance. The word ‘research’ reminds us all that we need time to plan 
what we will give up and what we will take on. May be our weekly timetable needs 
adjustment to get to a weekday mass or Stations, home groups and ecumenical services. 
Don’t get pressurised or rushed. Gently ease into Lent with the aid of the -Gesimas. 
Spiritual growth needs food and sustenance, just like physical growing. Plan and prepare 
what you need for spiritual growth this Lent.  
 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER 2026 

28th/29th Mar. Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion, usual pattern of Mass, but both starting with the 
Blessing of Palms and Procession in honour of Christ the King. 

30th Mar. Fig Monday 10.00am Mass in Nympsfield & Noon in Dursley 
31st Mar Temple Tuesday, 10.00am Mass in Nympsfield 

& Noon in Dursley 
1st Apr. Spy Wednesday Chrism Mass in Clifton at 

11.00am. Mass 8.30am Dursley & 6.00pm in 
Nympsfield 

2nd Apr. Maundy Thursday 7.30pm Joint Evening 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper Dursley, 
followed by the Gethsemane Watch at the 
Altar of Repose. Compline at 10.00pm 

3rd Apr. Good Friday 3.00pm Joint Celebration of the 
Lord’s Passion, Dursley 

4th Apr. Holy Saturday – The Great and Holy Sabbath. 
Noon in Dursley, Blessing of Food Baskets. Many Catholic countries and cultures 
have a long history of blessing food baskets on Holy Saturday for breaking the Lenten 
Fast on Easter Day. Among these cultures, our Polish parishioners may like to take 
advantage of this traditional blessing. 

4th Apr. 9.00pm Great Paschal Vigil and First Mass of Easter, Dursley 
5th Apr 9.00am 2nd Mass of Easter in Nympsfield & 11.00am 3rd Mass of Easter in 

Dursley. 
 Weekday Masses throughout the Octave of Easter will be at Noon, as usual 
 

The Paschal Triduum [or Three Holy Days of the Christian Passover] calculates days 
from Sunset to Sunset.  
DAY ONE –  The Supper, the Garden, the Passion and Crucifixion 
DAY TWO –  Watching and waiting (Blessing of Baskets) 
DAY THREE –  The Empty Tomb and the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

in the flesh. 


